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over his sister's children ; for example, he can pledge them as
security for a debt contracted by his clan, and the father of the
children has no right to interfere. Yet, on the other hand,
children inherit their father's property and have no legal claim
to the inheritance of their mother's brother. These facts, as
Mr. Westermann points out, seem to show that the Kpelle are
in a transitional stage between mother-kin and father-kin ;
and here, as usual, the change is proceeding from matrilineal
to patrilineal descent, and not in the reverse direction.
These few facts may serve to indicate the interesting
ethnological matter collected by the author in this valuable
book. It may be confidently recommended to the attention of
all serious students of anthropology.